
BATHFORD ALLOTMENTS 
Founded on May 19th 1880 for the “labouring poor” 

NEWSLETTER  -  December 2009.  

PLOT HOLDERS MEETING 2010 
Next years Plot Holders meeting will be held at 

the central water butt at 10.00am on Saturday 

17th April 2010.  

SUCCESSES AT THE  

FLOWER SHOW 
The allotment holders were again very successful at this years Bathford Flower Show, taking 

the majority of the prizes. The top prize, the President’s Cup was won by Clive Higgs Plot 17 

and the Runner-Up was Jennifer Ferriday Plot 41a. Congratulations to them both. 

The Best Kept Allotment was won again by Yvonne Francis  

and new-comers Nicola and Mike O’Leary won the Allotment Novice Cup. 

In studying the results the following plot holders, other than Clive and Jennifer got 1st prizes 

for allotment produce:- 

Jenny Lillingston 2 Plot 9b, Martin Wright 2 Plots 44a/48b, Mike Smith 2 Plot 8, Sarah King 2, 

Roger Boakes 1 Plot 18a/19a, and Nicola & Mike O’Leary 1 Plot 3. 

Well done to you all. 

It was also good to note that Section ‘D’ (Bathford Allotment holders only) was very well  

supported with 11 trays of vegetables and 4 vases of flowers. 

It is very important that we all support this excellent Show and I hope next year we will be 

even more successful. Please make an effort to enter some of your produce. 

This year 15 plot holders made an entry, but there are 80 of us! So come on! 

SHEDS, TREES, RATS, DOGS and 

BONFIRES! 
Nothing stirs or rattles the wardens cages more than the above issues.  

Just to remind everyone, sheds and trees are not allowed on our plots, if you bring your dog, it stays on your plot 

and if won’t stay, it must be on a lead with you at the other end. We still have a rat problem, although we’ve got 

it to manageable proportions, but you must still inspect and turn your compost regularly. Several plots now have 

fruit trees and these must be removed, the only acceptable way of growing fruit on the allotments is using the  

cordon method, that is up a framework. Please don’t leave it so that we have to formally warn you!! 

 

Bonfires! Hmm! ……...Statement…………’There is no problem having a bonfire on the allotments O.K.!’ 

• Please don’t be intimidated by others! 

But !!!! you must ensure that it is a reasonable day (e.g. not Monday! or a beautiful sunny day with everyone’s 

windows open), that the material is reasonably dry, that the smoke does not cross the roads or interfere with the 

houses around. You must stay with it while it’s burning. If someone around is having, say, a party and asks nicely, 

I hope you would oblige by putting it off until another time. 

MANURE 2010! 
The wardens are hoping, early spring, to arrange for 
2/3 loads of manure for the bean trench again this 
coming year. When it comes and where it is put, is  

dependent on the farmer and the weather and if you 
wish to have 2/3 barrow loads you must keep your 

eyes open or it will soon be gone! 



TALLEST SUNFLOWER COMPETITION 
 

The Winners of the Tallest Sunflower competition were the young McCloud’s on 

Plot 4a/5a with 9’-5”.  
Second Prize went to Judy Sharman’s family on Plot 29b with 8’-9” 
and Third Prize went to the young Week’s on Plots 31/32. 
and Dave Lord Plot 22b won the first prize for the largest sunflower head in the 

Flower Show. 

Well done to you all.  

DO YOU HAVE TROUBLE GETTING YOUR SEEDS TO GERMINATE? 
Well I’m not surprised!  

I remember an article I wrote in December 2007 on the same subject, when it was found that 99% of seeds in some suppliers 

packets were dead before you bought them!! This was as the result of a ‘WHICH’ report. 

‘WHICH’ have recently done some follow up research and it transpires that the minimum legal standard requires that 70% 

of seeds in a packet should be live!! That means that before you start over a third of them could be dead!! 

Apparently there has been a slight improvement on previous years, but 7 out of the 17 leading suppliers still failed to meet 

the minimum legal standard. Only 57% of Unwins white Lisbon spring onions germinated and it was 41% for Simpsons  

onions. Simpsons didn’t figure very highly in runner beans either, only 41% germinated (Crumbs! I didn’t know you could 

kill a runner bean!!). 

Share and share alike. 
I’ve pinched that headline from my Sunday Telegraph and a report on garden sharing schemes. It seems 
that in Germany, organised land sharing for gardening purposes has been found very successful and it is 
beginning to take a hold in Britain. The demand here for allotments has created a shortage of land suitable 
for enthusiasts to get to grips with growing their own  fruit and vegetables. 
A TV cook Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall has apparently signed up 22,000 people already and is now looking 
for land to use. At the moment the ratio of landowners to users is 1:7. He calls it ‘Landshare’ and it is due 
to be launched through Channel 4 at any moment. 
Some ‘Transition’ Groups are heavily involved and attempting to make use of empty patches of land in 
their areas. Fortunately, here in Bathford, we don’t have a need for such a scheme, but some of our  
surrounding villages, who at the moment sign up on our waiting list might find the idea useful. Tell them, if 
anyone wants to find land they should register their interest at www.landshare.net now. 

LARGEST PUMPKIN COMPETITION 
This year saw a record number of pumpkins grown on our allotments and it took the wardens a long 

time to track them all down!! For some reason lots of you hide them!! 

However we are pretty certain that we saw them all and the standard was terrific. 

The Winner was Plot 17 Clive Higgs with one that measured 6’- 4” (1.92m) round and he was  

followed in Second Place very closely by Plot 25 Dennis Wilson with one measuring 6’- 1” (1.85m) 

and in Third Place was Plot 31/32 Nigel Weeks and his was a mere 5’- 5” !!  (1.65m). 

There were altogether five other plots with pumpkins well over 3’- 0” in diameter. 

Plot 22b Dave Lord (4’- 2”), Plot 33a M/s Slee 4’- 0”, Plot 3 Nicola and Mike Rich (3’- 9”), Plot 8 

Mike Smith (3’- 7”) and Plot 44a/48b Martin Wright (3’- 3”). 

Clearly this is one competition that will run and run.  

 

Once again we thank the Parish Council for their generosity in donating National Garden Vouchers to 

the winners of our three competitions 

DIG FOR PLENTY!! 

 

This last year has been a 

busy one for Martin with a 

waiting list as long as your 

arm. Altogether very  

reminiscent of this advert 

from the 1940’s!! 

Everyone’s at it 

THE COMMUNITY PLOT 
 

This last season has seen a considerable increase in produce going to our shop. All the work is done by plot holders and a special 

thanks goes to all those who have contributed. We started the year with a full plot, but controlling such a large area was beyond us, so 

next year it will be just the top half of Plot 11. If you have any spare seedlings or wish to help, please let the wardens know or just go 

over and put them in in one of the rows and mark them up so that we can look after them. 

Also remember when you have a glut of any produce, the shop will gratefully take it.  

NOTICES and SEEDLINGS                            For newcomers to the allotment . 

 

The main notice board for the allotments is currently just inside the main top gate (opposite the dress shop) but we do try to put the  

notices in various locations around and we are considering putting one in the middle, somewhere near the central butt. 

If you have spare seeds, seedlings or produce, the best place to leave them is on the seat above Plot 8 and they will be watered until 

there is a new owner!! 

DON’T FORGET  -  THE SCARECROW COMPETITION 

 TAKES PLACE ON SATURDAY 29th MAY 2010  


